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CURRENT SCIENCE FICTION BOOKS

ALDISS, Brien W[ilson] 1925-
REPORT ON PROBABILITY 4, Sphere. 156 p. PB 5/-
(1st Faber 1968) Review; The Australian 21.,9,68p,12

ANDERSON, Poul, 1926~
BEYOND THE BEYOND, Signet (T3947). 263 p. FB T5c.
6 stories; Memory; Brake; Day of Burning; The
Sensitive Man; The Moonrakers; Starfog,

— The MAKESHIFT ROCKET, Dobson, 97 p, 18/~ (ist in
Astounding US Nov-Dec 1958, Br, Feb-Mch 1959, as
A Bicycle Built for Brew, Ace PB b/w Un~Man, 1962)
Review: Analog Sep 1962 p, 159

ASTLDV, Isaac, 1920-
An ISAAC ASIMOV SECOND OMNIBUS. Sidgwick, 516 p.
35/=. Contents: The Currents of Space; Pebhle in
the Sky; The Stars, like Dust,
The Currents of Space lst in Astounding US Oct-
Dec 1952, Br, Mch-May 1953; Doubleday 1952; Sig-
net FB 1954; Panther PB 1958,

Reviews; Galaxy US Moy 1953, Br, no, 7; Imag-
ination July 1953; New Worlds no. 37; Space SF
July 1953; SF Advertiser Jen 1953: N,Y, Timas
8.2.53 p, 24; N,Y, Herald Tribune 11,1,53 p, 12

[over

No, 12 TECEMBER 1969

ey »ss i ‘sssssissss mg sss§§ m Wy
3 I :
«t
il |

=



Current Books

ASIMDV, Isaac, An Isaac Asimov Second Omnibus

Pebble in the Sky lst Doubleday 1950; Galaxy Novw
o1 14, 1953; in Two Complete Soience Adventure Bocks
Winter 1950; Bantam P8 1957; Corgi PB 1958; Side-
wick 1968, In Dutch as Pussen twee Vootstappen; in
French as Cailloux dans le Ciel; in German as Radio-
aktiv,

Reviews: Astounding US Aug 1950 p, 146; Super ,

Science May 1950; Thrilling Wonder June 1950; SF
Advertiser Mch 1950; Library Journal 15.1.50 p. 104;

Saturday Review 15.6,50 p. 32; N,Y, Times 29.,1,50
P. 31

The Stars, like Dust 1st in Galaxy US Jan-Mch &
1951, &s Tyramp, Doubleday 1951; Lancer PB 1963: .
Ace PB 1954 b/w An Earth gone Mad, by Roger Dee,
as The Rebellious Stars, In German as Sterne wie
Staub,

Reviews: Astounding US July 1951 p. 155; Gel--
axy US June 1955; N,Y. Times 3,6.,5F p. 19

BRUNNER, Jolm [Kilien Houston] 1934~ h
The SQUARES OF THE CITY. Penguin, 311 p, PB 6/
(1st Ballantine 1965) Reviews: Analog Sep 1967

D, 167; F&SF Apr 1966 p. 34; Galaxy June 1966
». 147

BUIRYS, Algis [Jonas} 1931-
The IRON THORN. Coronet, 159 p. FB 4/- (1st in
1f Jan-Apr 1967; Gollancz 1968; SFBC 1963; Geld
Medal PB 1968 as The Amasira and the Iron Thorn)
Reviews: Anelog Oct 1968 p. 164; The Australisn

27.7.68. See Budrys'! comment in Galaxy Feb 1962
p. 161
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Current Books

BULWEL, Hlenry] Klenneth] 1921-
The FATAL FIRF, Hele, 174 p, 18/-

-- The PATIENT DARK. Hale. 192 p, 18/-

DAVENTRY, Leonard
REFLECTIONS IN A MIRAGE, Hele., 192, p. 21/-

—- REFLECTIONS IN A MIRAGE THE TICKING IS IN
YOUR HEAD, Doubleday, 358 p. $5.55

De FORD, Miriam Allen, 1888-
XENOGENESIS, Ballantine, 231 p. PB 75c, 16 shcrts,

1/ICK, Philip K[indred] 1928-
The VERIABLE MAN, and other stories, Sphere,
220 p. PB 6/- (lst Ace 1957) Includos Second
Veriety; The Minority Report; Autofac; A World of
Talent,

GROVES, J[ohn] W[illiam]
The BEELS OF LCHILLES. Hale, 192 p. 21/-

HAMITTON, Edwond, 1905-
The COMET XINGS, Popular Library (€0-2407).
127 p. PB 60c,

~-- QUTLAWS OF THE MO)ON, Populer Library (60-2399),
128 Pe B &CQ

~~ PLANETS IN PERIL, Popular Library (60-2416),
128 p, PB 60c,

(More from Captain Future, Summer, Spring and
7all 1942, There must be & pubiic for the good Capt,
but it does SF no good ts have this stuff in print)
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Currcnat Booka

HARRISON, Harry ed,
WORLDS OF VONDER; sixteen tales of scionce fict-
ion, Doubleday. 287 p. $4.50

HOLM, Sven
TERMUUSH, Faber. 110 p. 21/-, Translated from
Denish by Sylvia Clayton, A post-miclear war
story: life in a group isolated by radiation,
Review: The Bulletin, Sydney, 8.11,69 p, 61

JAKES, Jomn W, 1932
SECRETS OF STARDEEP, Westminster. 192 », $3.95

KNIGHT, Damon [Froncis] 1922-
THREE. NOVELS: Bule Golden; Natural Statc; The
Dying ifan, Berkloy Medalli n (X1706), 189 p, TB
60c, (lst Gollancz 1967; SFBC 1968, The Dying
lian formerly as Dio) Reviow: ASFA Journal v, 1
no, il p, 301

LEIBIR, Fritz, 1910~
The SILVER EGGEPADS. Ballantine (01634), 192 p,
PB 75¢, (Based on short version in F&SF Jan 1G50)

LESSING, Toris
Tho TOUR-GATED CITY, IicGibben, 710 p.

Marginal interest for collectors: last of a
aseries of five lengthy novels of family kistory,
this ends with a brief appendix taking events up
to 2000,

NIVEN, Larry
A GIFT FROM EARTEH, Macdoneld, 254 p., 25/~ {In If
Feb-Apr 1968 as Slowboat Cargo, Ballentine 1968)
Review; Analog Mch 1969 p, 173
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RORX ! Rapp & Whiting, 1968
Y Avram Davidson 1401 p. A$2.35

This fairly short novel is attractively bound,
with good paper, and with an op-arty dast jacket,
It is very pleoasant when presentation and content
To%h reach high atendards,

Avram Davidscnl's '"alienology" is intriguing
and his general competonce with narrative pace and
iLanguage leveols hzs won him a wide following: Rorkj
wiil not lst down any of his regular readsrs,

Without going into detail, we can say that the
novei evokes a consistent and credible atmosphere,
sue of somcwhat tired decadence, upon & remoto plan-
ot which is the all but forgotten outpost of an im~
porial Galactic civilisation, A ship from Thome!
calls once evory five years, Into this closed
1ittlo colonizl world comes a junior public serv-
an#, whose wish to Bec more of the planet bocomes
the oxcuge for the reader to move out from the
small-mindedness of the comfortable garrison EQ to
the more gutgy life -- and soms interosting life-
forms -—— of the larger world,

Thore is of courso both intended setire and a
moral, The main ckaracter is not so mca a hero
as a proxy oye by which the rcader experiences a
worldls ecology, Along the way, a way which at
lecst in part is a Jjourney out of innocence, Wwe
have scattersd lessons in tolerance, in living
creatures! different needs, their hopes and fears,
But itt!s unobtrusive,

The Rorks are an intelligent, rather spider-
like species, tut benevolant, Thoy rerain enige
matic in a setisfactory way even after their late
appearenco in the book, Laving boon objects of
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Rotiows

superstitious dread (through rmman ignorancc) earl-
ier, The other inportant dramatis personae exro the
human "Tocks! (short for emtochthonous tribos), tho
patrierchal and warlike descendents of ozrly sot-
tlors who were cut off when Galactic war stopped the
supply ships for many yoars, They have revorted %o
a primitive level of culture and technology (for ex-
ample, home—made muskets), Many sf kmowledrebles
will detect faaiiier ground here, for thc situction
is oneo of the ctock ones, but in this case the cult-
urel recession is merely one paremeter of a total
world~picture,

Actuzlly, Davidsen's story is a good low-koy
exercise in narrative restreint, Thore is no cat-
aclysmic bang to ond tho story, which is ossontially
a journcy, & voyago of oxploration and sclf-discov-
ory, Yoll rocommendcd,

-- 3ill Lenary

O kA

Tho CLONE ¥nyflowor, 1970
by Thoodoro I, Thomas 141 p., AbSc I
and Eatc Wilhclm

Thomas! skort story from December 1959 Fantast-
ic skilfrlly expandod into 2. tonsc novcl without
a traco of padding, Lifo arisos spontancously onco
agein in tho incalculablo chomicel cnvironmoat of
& city's sevwors, en activo, lmgry, explosivoly
groving mass that cdapts with the oguivalent of
millions of yeers! ovolution in hours or minutog,

A challongo to humenity indcod, that mekes a horroir
story more chilling than most traditionel themos
could ever maonage; for who cen sny that it might
not happen? It makes absorbing roading,

~~ G.S.
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Reviowa

3IX GALE3 TROM LIMEGC Avon, 1969
oy J. T, McIntosh 291 p. FB 75¢c
SFBC, 1969

While inventivo in its main idca and a feow of
+ho dotails, Six Gatos from Limbo suffors tho fate o’
pany second and third race novals in its unoasy —
not to say propostercus -- resolution, The ending
of such storics has little rclovance to tho earlior
unfolding of charzctor and ovonts, and often becomos
4 climactic end catastrophic Armgeddon-liko macl-
strom which makes nonscnso of eny repport we mway
nave acnicved with the author's "on stege® characth-
ors, {A lonely exception vwhich comes to mind =- and
vhich is not S¥! -- is Hans Hellmut Kirst!s No One
¥ill Escape.)

¥ith icIntosh's book wo havo tho curious con-
ciusion to & closcd~snvironmcunt expeoriment thab to
20lvo tho Gelactic civiliscation?s maloise requircs
the drastic romedy trat old mother Earth mast te
destroyed, Apparently the practical business of
carrying this out prosents no trouble, and on this
scory nove the story takes its by now awkward leave
of us,

Tae Limbo of the title is the Eden-liko, cone
trolled, artificial world into which woke three in-
dividusls, two of whom have their previous precon-
scious nemories removed by hypnosis and therefore
gtert from scratch to make sense of thelr new en-
vizronmont, There are six M"gates" round tho pspimeter
of thoir littlo world, oach a sort of smace-warp
passage to e differcnt planot with special! sociolog-
ical provlems, The third inhavitent of Limbs ie tae
dircctor of tne experiment, Tho idea is that tho
tdam=FEve couple, untainted by the snicidel pressures
that are brezking down all humen societies, may
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Reviews

conmo up with a radical sclubion eftor thoy lLave
found their wey to each of the six worlds taut lead
from their owm, KNot a bad setup, and I coml!t thi:x
of sny Qivect analoguos, so Six Gates from Limbo
gects points for origineliiys,

There ars some gool moments of ironic parody
dirgcted at our intractatie twentieth-contury proi-
lemns, 4 soclety tearing itself apart is not a dif-
ficalt ceoncept,

MeIntosh, a wellil-enough known name to SF read-
ers, uasec o Dlano-Jene wuriting stylo with no frills.
ond although this aids narratvive ciariiy and gaa
help tewerds sharp cheracterisation, for me tho
cheracters never cemo olivo,

Final verdict: interesting in somo ways if onc
is prepared to e irritated, especially by tae
ondirg,

-~ Bill lenary

TEESE SAVAGE FUTURIANS Dohson, 13965
by Philip L, Eigh 134 p. 18/~

Lilze Eigh's other hwooks, an axtrems kitchen-
sink plot thet gellons off at a new tengent vhen-
o7er the cuthor dnesntt lmmwy That to do with what
he is viorking on, Dospite the confusion of irrelev-
ant ideas brougat in, waied oriefly ond thsowm
out, there is a sort oI narrative Sovement and tho
bcok hes a cortain eppeal es loig as you don't siop
and think, Onc extraordinacy epicoco demzands cone-
demnation, Thore is a charecter who is described
as a mschanicel genius, end oo wonder: he invonts
i1 a pre-industrial situztion a dovice High cells
an automtic erosgstow. cao tradt recucks itsolf, It
does not semem to oczur tc anyone that if it worled
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keviews

Yuis viomid be perpetual rmotion, Very educational
atuff, this science fiztion —- is that what you call
it?

The PANTORA EFFECT Ace, 196G
by Jack Williamson 189 p, PB  &c

"His very first collection of short stories,,.!
That was e joxt, Forty years of SF writing, and the
young farmhand who wwrote The lietal Man for the one
2nd only magezine of Scientifiction heas metemorph-
osed dinto Dr, Williemson of the University of New
Mexico, and this his first short story collection
-- and in paperbaclk at that, There are six SF stor-
ies, mainly postwar and not classic Tilliomson, and
a yawnsome little ghost story. Let me remark at this
point that therels matsrisl for several books in his
many stories in the magazines before 1940, end I
wish Ace would retrieve some of them, I adnit that
a 2ot of them are rather dated in style and concept,
repetitious — but these faults don't scem to matter
(iock at a lot of the stuff being printed now) and
Y11l iamson had ocriginality and verve which still
show I thinl,

Well, then, we have The Motel Nan, written when
radiocactivity was unfamiliar enough grownd for any
w=iter to invent his own phenomena, Here we hawe
the radicactive crystalline life forms tiat othkers
made a stendard SF concept, though Williamson may
nave thought cf them first in this story from Amez-
ing, Dec. 1928, The Cosmic uxpress, a 1931 piece
gontly dabnnking the adventure tradition, With
Folded Hends, the story of the too efficient robvot
servants which he unfortunately overshadowed with
the less successful novel The bumencids, Guinevere
for Evaryhcdy, enother inok at rcbots in society,

Dec 1969 Seiace Fiesion News Q



Reviaevs

The eprlost Croaturs, on the thorne of Harth as &
Dackward world guerded from interstellax sharp op~
erators, The Equalizer, which was rather late in
1947 with the 0ld notion of the breakdown of all
state power and establishwont of utopia through a
device giving free unlimited energy, But it did
miggest something of its personal impact, and at
the time its treatment of that stock figure of the
! forties, the dictator, was fresh and illuminating,
Bravo, Ace, let's have more please,

ARMACEDTON 2419 A,D. Ace, 1969
by Philip Francis Nowlan 19 p. PB &0c

Forty years is more aging then most SF stories
can endure and retain any appeal beyond nostalgia
and histcriczl interest, but there are plenty of
oxcepticns, The two stories making up this book
ran in Amazing as Armegeddon 2419 A,D, and The Air-
lords of Han in Aug 1928 and Mch 1929 respectively,
though I suspect they may have been written much
eariier like Smith end Garby!s The Sxkylark of Spac:
which began in the first of these issues, DNowlan
was a real findg or he should have boen, but he
went on to write a comic strip version of thesc twc
and continue it for eleven years, Buck Rogers. So
he 7rote little more S¥. In 1940 he was beginning
to get back into the megazines, appecring in Astouncu-~
ing and Fantastic Adventures simltonecously end with
& Space Guards series planned, btut he died suddenly
and thet was thet,

Well, that's history., I enjoyed Buck wnen I
vas in his age group, and a bit later read the orig-
inal two stories, vut that wes in the corly !forties
and it would be exeggarating to say I remsmbersd
mich of them ghen I came to review this new editicn,
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Reviows

So ii Las becn a pleasant surprise to find the book
not only something to recall the early days of SF
and one's own exporience of them, but elso a read-
able SF novel of some merit,

The Flot, 0ld enough then, has Rogers, accid-
entelly longsleeping for 500 years, aweke to Join
in the revolt of the surviving Americans, driven in-
to hiding and dismissed as savages, against the
conquering Hans, ultimate devel:pment of the Yellow
Poril, What was new was the scientific element,
Nowlan worked out a number of developments in weep-
ons, particulerly rocket applications and portable
radiophones, which were then future poassibilities,
But his more advanced technology of antigravity,
atomic power, disintegrators and so on has not
had mach attention, I was interested to find that
these are not mere fantasies: they are logically
worked out from properly stated prenses,

When tnis was written, there were atoms, gen~
erally agreed to be composed of protons and elect-
rons, and understanding of fundamental structure
went no further apart from all the unexplained data
on radioectivity. Nowlan proposed a system of part-
icles and forces within atoms, imagined how they
interacted and what further properties they could
have, then how these might be applied as the bases
for the marvels he described in action,

The writing is brisk and down to earth, Char-
acterisation is slight, the interest being in the
situation and events., The dated racial prejudice
I expected proved not to be there after all, The
sketch of decadent Han society shows a considerable
social insight, although the culture of the Gangs
is simple mindedly utopian,

Al together, ecarly SF at its best. Recommended,

— The Bo'!sun
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ANNIVERSARIES

First issues of magazines included Planet Stories,
1939; it ran until 1955 and had to be seen to be be-
lieved, we couldn't describe it. A. Merritt's Fan-
tasy Magazine, 1949, Some of Merritt!s work was §F
or near enough; this magezine featured him and in-
cluded other oldies in its five issues,
Authors first appearing -—-
1928, Jack Williamson, The Motal Man, Amazing
1931, Robert Arthur, The Terror from the Seca, Wonder
Arthur X, Barnes, Lord of the Lightening,
seme 1ssue
1937, Robert Moore Williams, Beyond that Curtain,
Thrilling Wonder
1950, J, T. McIntosh, The Curfew Tolls, Astounding
1952, Ron Goulart, Conroy!s Public, lbag of F&SF
1953, George H, Smith, The Savages, Universe
Astounding had the field!s first two-color
illustrations, van Vogt!s Discord in Scarlet pro-
viding a rare opportunity for a red monster, 1939,
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